
BY JANE NASH

The Newport Art Group continues to grow and there
can be from fifteen to twenty-five people in the
Village Hall on Wednesday mornings working on 
a wide variety of paintings and drawings.

We had a very enjoyable and successful exhibition in June
where many of our pictures were on display and for sale. Next
year we have chosen an earlier date for the Exhibition, which
will take place on 27th and 28th April. Look out for our
advertising signs after
Easter!

We have also produced 
a 2013 calendar including
work produced by many of
our artists. While copies
last you can buy one at
Newport Post Office, or
direct from me. Just
phone Jane Nash 01799
540716 for details. NN

CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS

What on earth
was this mega
large lorry
doing in

Newport High Street at 9.30 
on a summer’s morning, holding
up the traffic and blocking our
driveway? I presumed the driver
felt peckish and stopped to get
sustenance from Dorringtons,

ignoring the fact that he was obscuring an access on the grounds
that ‘he’d only be a minute’. In fact he was there long enough for
my husband to get his camera and take this photograph.

When Dorringtons opened in 1984 and we first encountered
the problem of cars obstructing our driveway we rang the
Highways Department in Bury Water and asked for help. 
They kindly arranged for H bar lines to be painted across 
the access and the difference it made was instant. A few
thoughtless people still parked there occasionally but the
situation was much improved.

Today those lines have virtually disappeared. Earlier this year
the Highways men came to repaint the pedestrian crossing.
Naively, I imagined they would run some paint over our line
while they were at it. No such luck. I was told they didn’t do 
H lines any longer and I should get in touch with Uttlesford
Council if I wished to question it. Uttlesford Council confirmed
that the decision was taken because of the need to save money
for other things. 

Three letters of polite request to reconsider our particular
situation went to the big chief at Chelmsford, followed by a letter
to our county councilor (all unacknowledged and unanswered)
and lastly one to our district councilor Jeremy Rose – who was
the only person who had the courtesy to reply. He put me on to
the North Essex: Parking Partnership where, after a game of
pass the parcel I finally ended up with someone who seemed to
know what was happening. When I told him we would be willing
to pay for it ourselves he said that would not be possible as the
policy was the same for everyone throughout North Essex and
allowed a fair and consistent approach to residents.

I know when I am beaten. All those who live in the High
Street have the same problems from time to time but some
driveways are more vulnerable than others. I should have
stolen out at dead of night and done the deed myself rather
than go to the authorities. Especially when those authorities 
do not consider one’s letter worthy of a reply. NN
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junction of Bury Water Land and Cambridge Road), road
widenings and a bridge between the two sides of the Grammar
School, all of which he admitted he couldn’t finance. There was
an excellent attendance and District Councillor Jeremy Rose
led a very strong attack on the plan, clearly in line with the
feeling of the meeting. 

To keep up the pressure on UDC to produce an acceptable
plan SNV has teamed up with other groups in the district.

These are the Saffron Walden group WeAreResidents, Listen 
to Dunmow Residents, and Thaxted Voice. Our cooperation
includes joint press statements, the sharing of knowledge 
and attendance at UDC meetings. And we have a page on the
WeAreResidents website: http://newport.weareresidents.org

Get Involved
“Thank you for doing this” is a sentiment we have often heard
since starting our campaign. But if you want the village to be
protected from unsuitable development, it needs everyone’s
help For example we need letters written under names that
aren’t always the SNV committee (we can provide material for
these if that helps) and occasionally we will need larger groups
of people to attend UDC meetings to show councillors that
voters oppose their plans. Or maybe you can deliver leaflets? 
Or even take one of the spare seats on the Parish Council?

Please contact savenewportvillage@gmail.com to 
offer support. If you haven’t joined us at
www.facebook.com/savenewportvillage then please
consider doing so – that way you can keep up with all the latest
information. Lastly, we have raised some funds among the
Group and from supporters to cover current costs. However, if
we have to present a case at the Planning Inspectorate we may
need substantial funds to pay for professional support. If you
can make a donation, however small, please contact us for our
bank details or write a cheque payable to “Save Newport
Village” and deliver it to Midsummer House, Belmont Hill.

We’ve made progress. But the threat is still present and
there is much more work for ALL of us to do to keep
Newport as a village rather than a town! NN

COMMUNITY

NEWPORT
Tel: 01799 540292

Email: gov@coachandhorsesonline.com

OPENING HOURS FOR FOOD
Monday–Thursday: 12 noon–2pm, 6pm–9pm
Friday & Saturday: 12 noon–3pm, 6pm–10pm

Sunday: 12 noon–3pm (3 Roasts, Vegetarian dish & Fish)

The Coach & Horses

Christmas Menu ! New Years Eve Party
Open for Food on Boxing Day and New Years Day

Large garden with children’s pirate ship
Venue for parties, weddings, christenings, etc

The Save Newport Village campaign committee: 
Susan Cameron, Matthew Davidson, Neil Hargreaves, 
Mandy Ingham, Roy Ingham, Jo Parry and Tristan Rose

THE ROW OF PROTECTED TREES OPPOSITE THE ENTRANCE TO NFGS WOULD BE
CUT DOWN, AND A BRIDGE AND ROUNDABOUT INSTALLED
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