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In 2012 we saw a return of top-class Association
Croquet to Newport’s lawns. After a gap of several
years, we decided to arrange an open tournament and

were rewarded with a prestigious field. Among these were
the five-time world champion Robert Fulford, the captain
of Great Britain’s world championship winning team
Keith Aiton and a third international player in the person
of Mark Avery. Also among the competitors was rising
star Nick Mounfield, who has recently achieved a position
in the world top twenty. The play over the two days of
competition was of a standard not previously seen at
Newport, and the eventual victor was Avery, with
Fulford second and Mounfield third.

At a slightly lower standard, Newport entered teams
in both the Mary Rose, a national knockout
tournament, and in the Essex-Suffolk league. The Mary
Rose team was resoundingly defeated at the first hurdle
by Wrest Park, while the league team ended up in an
unlikely five-way tie for first place in the six-team league!
Sadly, the tie-breaker rules determined that the league title
went to Colchester. NN
By Xxxxx

Newport Croquet Club
Golf Section Season 2012

Newport entered two sides in the East Anglia Golf
Croquet League, Oaks and Elms. A total of
twelve different players represented the club.
Oaks battled through a number of very close

fought games losing only by the closest of margins. Elms
narrowly missed reaching the semi-final stage by winning 3
of their matches and drawing one. They were beaten to the
post by Sudbury who went on to compete in the Semi Finals. 

On Monday and Wednesday afternoons we continue to
have between 20 and 24 members turning out to play. There
is always someone on hand to assist with interpreting the
rules of the game or giving coaching advice and new
members receive a warm welcome.

Newport hosted the East Anglian Croquet Federation Club
Champions Tournament on 8th July and their own B Class
Tournament which was held on Saturday 21st July. Both
events were very successful although rain threatened to
disrupt the Champions Tournament. Clive Cassidy and
Adrian Seabrook represented the club in the competition
with Adrian finishing runner up in his section.

In-club competitions are continuing throughout the
season. The Potters Pot is a singles competition played on a
pool basis with the winner of each pool going forward to the
semi-finals. Gordon’s Goblet competition is a doubles
competition played on a knock out basis. 

The club continues to host events for Rotary Clubs, Village
Associations and other organisations to allow them the
opportunity of playing croquet in a friendly atmosphere with
Newport Club members helping them to get to grips with the
intricacies of the game. They have proved to be very
successful events.
By Ernie Turkington
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Newport 
Croquet Club

Play any time from 
mid March to October

New members welcome

Contacts:
Tony Marks (01799 502316) 

or John Gordon (01799 540293) 

! All equipment supplied – just 
wear flat shoes or trainers 
! Three lawns & clubhouse 
! Social Golf Croquet or 

Association Croquet
COACHING GIVEN
Come and try it!

Recreation Ground, Frambury Lane, Newport, 
Essex – up the hill opposite the old Esso Garage

OFF all subscriptions 

for Newport residents25%

HEADLINE & AUTHOR FOR PART 1

Newport Croquet Club
AVERY FULFORD
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The 2012/13 season
has been underway
for six weeks as I
write this article and

both teams have made
promising starts and registered
their first wins of the season.

Our first team continue to
play in the Cambs League,
Division 5A which is now

named The Newmarket Motor Company League (NMC for
short) who are the new sponsors, on Saturday afternoons. The
team is managed by Simon Brace and has a new kit for
2012/13 kindly funded by Alan and Colin Carr and the shirts
are adorned with their company logos. The team has
progressed to the second round of the Divisional Cup and
beaten a very strong Whittlesford Reserves team (who have
been scoring goals for fun) and promotion is a realistic
opportunity. The first team is open to adults of all ages and the
Division they currently play in includes teams from South
Cambridge, Clare, Linton as well as three Saffron Walden
based teams. An FA rule change allows teams to field up to five
substitutes on a roll on roll off basis. The theory being that
more playing time can be provided for those individuals who
are not the superstars of the team. This in turn will encourage
them to continue playing football as previously many become
disheartened at only getting a few minutes at the end of a
game. Training is currently held every Thursday evening at the
Grammar School Astroturf pitch, usually at 7pm but may start
at 8pm subject to other bookings. Interested players should
call Mike Hannant on 07801717091 for confirmation of the
starting time.

The other team run by the Club, Newport Veterans, is for
those over 35 only (with no upper age limit) and is managed by
Nigel Parslow. The Veterans play in the Greene King Essex
Vets League, Division 4 West, on Saturday afternoons. A lower
Division has been added to the League this season due to the
increasing popularity of Vets football. Unfortunately “West” is
used rather loosely and although the league includes a few
local teams it also includes teams from Brentwood, Redbridge
and Aveley, increasing the amount of travel. The Veterans have
a relatively large squad but this is essential as the team is also
entered in an over 45’s Cup, plays one Sunday morning a
month in the Cambs Vets League Division 2 and players tend
to take longer to get over injuries. Veterans League football has
for many years operated the roll on roll off substitute rules
although in this case it is more about conserving energy! The
increasing popularity of Vets football resulted in the first ever
over 60’s international being held between England and Wales
earlier this year. Dave Blaylock and Alan East of Newport
Veterans were both selected to play. Unfortunately Alan picked
up an untimely injury and was unable to play but went along
to support Dave. Further games are planned for the over 60’s
and teams at over 50 and over 55 level have been playing for a
few years now. The Veterans also meet on a Thursday evening
at the Grammar School Astroturf pitch, for a game of 7 or so a
side, at the same time as our first team.

Both teams play at The Recreation Ground in the village and
post match hospitality, which is a requirement in the Veterans
League, is provided by Steve and Amy at The White Horse
Public House. We thank them for the quality food they offer
and their general support of the Football Club. 

Results, fixtures and a host of statistics can be found on the
FA Full Time web site where you need to enter the league
name and then the Division. Results and League Tables are
updated within hours of the games finishing and statistics a
few days later.

If anyone is interested in joining us in a playing or social
capacity please contact Mike Hannant on 07801717091. NN

MIKE HANNANT
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